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LMPO BITAEMO BCIX Y HALUIA AYXOBHIA rPOMALI!
A WARM WELCOME TO OUR SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY!

PO3KIAL BOrOCIYXIHb - SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

B yMoBax naHaeMiii, M1 NpoAoBXKyEMO NpsiMy Bideo-TpaHcrAuio borocnyxeHs
Yyepes Hally cTopiHKy Facebook:
Official Saint Sophie Ukranian Orthodox Cathedral. Bcix 3anpotuyemo Ao yyacri

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we continue to livestream our weekly services
through our Facebook page:
Official Saint Sophie Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral. All are welcome to join us!

3 TpaBHs, TpeTs Heains nicns MNacxwu, XiHok MupoHocuubs May 3, third Sunday after Pascha, Myrrh-bearing Women
Cesara Iitypria 10:00 paHky Divine Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.
O6igHuua (aHrnomosHa) 11:00 panky Noon Service (bilingual) at 11:00 a.m.

CEPIi YXOBHMWX JOMOBIQEN Tema [onosifi (aHrMiCEKOK MOBOI): “BMBYEHHS NPaBOCNaBHOIO XpUCTUSHCTBA ” NnpeacTaBnTb
Cwvimon Kykrnescbkuid nicnst OBigHuui uiel Hepini, 3 TpaBHs 6nu3bko 12:00 roa. 3anpoluyeMo BCix Ha OHNanH-Aonosiaj!

ST. SOPHIE ADULT MINISTRIES LECTURE SERIES The theme: “Exploring Orthodox Christianity” will be presented by Simon
Kouklewsky, following the Noon Service this Sunday, May 3, around 12:00 p.m. Everyone is encouraged to watch the online
streaming.

MoTpebytoTh Hawmx monuTos: Teopocia basep, Bipa Bydak-Curew, Okcana XaHb, Bornogummp Xomenko, Tapac INykano, lNasno
Knnmuyk, Nioamuna Kouepra, Hukonai Muxainiok, Onekca MaukoBcbkuit, €ereH Migsucoubkuin, Onbra MMiHo, FOnis MNywkap,
OkcaHa PycwH, 3eHosis i MeTtpo Cadynko, Credanin LWes4yk, [aHnno i AHToHiHa CteuvumnH, Mapia Tekena, Onecs Bonoluyk,
Mapisi 3anescbka, AnHa 3y6etko, Mapycs 3umoseLb, [pkopx NaHciok, Teognop i Kcens Camoniok, Opvicst ABaumipeus, Muxanso i
lanuna Bakynin, Mapis [1Buraiino XXvTuHceka, MNasrno [isvraiino, xenedep KywHip, Onexa Jlanuepec, Mapio i AHacTacis
Onuiuyk Ta Muxanno 'oMOHKo.

Prayers for health: Theodosia Bawer, Vera Buchak-Séguin, Oksana Chan, Wolodymyr Chomenko, Taras Hukalo, Paul Klymchuk,
Ludmila Kocherha, Nickolai Michailuk, Alex Pachkowsky, James Pidwysocky, Olga Pineau, Julie Puszkar, Oksana Rusyn, Zenovia
& Peter Safulko, Stella Shewchuk, Dan & Antonina Stechysin, Mary Tekela, Lesia Voloshchuk, Maria Zalewski, Anna Zubenko,
Marusia Zymowec, George Panciuk, Teddy and Xenia Samoluk, Orysia Avdimiretz, Michael and Halyna Wakulin, Mary Dwyhajlo
Zytynsky, Paul Dwyhajlo, Jennifer Kushnir, Helen Lancheres, Mario & Nancy Onyszchuk and Michael Homonko.




NAPA®IANBbHI NOAII TA OrONOLWIEHHA

PARISH EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

NAHAXWUOA: nicns Nlityprii B 1-Wy piqHULIO
YMNOKOEHHS BIACNYXMTbCA NOMUHANbHA NaHaxmaa 3a
cnoumnux Mapii i Anatonis Kamisepko Ta Hiny i BikTtopa
OnapiH ski 3acHynu y bosi B YkpaiHi. Bucnosmnoemo
HaLui Wwwpi cnisdyTTs cuHy Onery, oro apyxeni OneHi,
xHi goHui HaTanii, 3 poauHoto Ta BHykam. Biura M
nam'atb.

PANAKHYDA: following the Divine Liturgy a memorial service will be
celebrated for the souls of Maria and Anatoly as well as Nina and Viktor
Oparin who have fallen asleep in the Lord in Ukraine. Sincere
condolences to the family: Son Oleh, his wife Olena, their daughter
Natalia and grandchildren. May their memory be eternal.

3ArAnbHI IHOOPMALII

GENERAL INFORMATION

KOHTAKTHA IH®OPMALIA: sKuio BK nomiHanu abo
nnaHyeTe MiHSTY CBOKO JOMALLHIO YM NOLITOBY afpecy,
3BepHiTbCcs Ao Bonoanmmpa Octandyka
vostapchuk76@gmail.com.

CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATE: - Please contact Walter
Ostapchuk at vostapchuk76@gmail.com if your status, address,
telephone numbers or e-mail address have changed.

BUW HE YYNX OBLUXA YAC BIfl CBOIX APY3IB?
3atenedoHynTe [0 HuX. [loBiganTecs sk BOHN
noxveatroTb. [lanTe iM 3HaTH, WO BK NPO HUX AyMaeTe Ta
TypByeTecs. [lo6pe croo Ta Balua yeara - 3irpie Aywy
TIHOAVHI.

HAVEN’T HEARD FROM SOMEONE IN AWHILE? Give them a call.
See how they are doing. Let them know that you not only miss them but
also care enough to see if everything is okay. A kind word can go a long
way.

NEPEKA3ATW NOXEPTBY AIA LEPKBU ABO
3AMMATUTU CBOIO YNEHCBKY BKNALKY —
HATWUCHITb: www.canadahelps.org. [skyemo 3a BaLui
LMPi NOXEPTBHU.

ONLINE DONATIONS & MEMBERSHIP PAYMENTS - can be made by
visiting www.canadahelps.org. Thank you for your generosity.

NEPEKA3 NOXEPTBU And LUEPKBU ABO
UYINEHCBKOI BKINALKW - moxHa Yepes Hall Beb-
CTOpiHKy stsophiemontreal.com. B ymosax naHgemii,
HalL XpaM 3a4nHeHuin ans borocnyxeHs. HeainbHi
Cnyx6w BigByBatoTeCst 6e3 yHacTi BipHux. Cutyauist He
nerka ans Bcix Hac. OTpUMaHHS HALLIOro Xxpamy iCHY€E Ha
NoXepTBax BipPHUX | HA YNEHCbKNX BHEcKax. Mu
3BEpTaEMOCs [0 HaluX napadisH Ta NPUXMIbHKKIB, N0
MOXIMBOCTI HagicrnaTu Ha HWXKYe BKa3aHy agpecy CBOK
[0BpOBINbLHY NOXEPTBY Ha OTPUMAaHHS BaLLOro Xpamy,
3a Lo LiepKoBHa paja Bam LMpO AAKYE 3a 3aanerito.

ONLINE DONATIONS & MEMBERSHIP PAYMENTS THROUGH
"CANADA HELPS" can be made via our website stsophiemontreal.com.
In this period of pandemic, our church is indefinitely closed for worship.
Sunday services take place without the physical participation of the
faithful, however we continue to host livestreamed services on our official
Facebook page in order to bolster spirits. The situation is difficult for
everyone. Our church is maintained thanks to the donations of the
faithful as well as by their membership fees. We appeal to our
parishioners and friends to offer their donations to our church in this
trying time, for which the Parish Council would express in advance their
deepest gratitude for your continued help. Thank you for your
generosity!

Monumea nid Yyac nowecmi 32y6Hoi (naHdemii):

Mocnoau, boxe Haww, 6aratvit MunocepasaM i MUMicTio, Lo CBOIM MyApuM MpOBUAIHHAM Kepy€eLl HaluM
XUTTSIM, BUCTyXail HaLlly MOMUTBY, NPUAMM NOKasHHS 3a rPixv Halli, NPUNUHM NOLWeCTb 3ry6Hy, ska
cniTkana Hac, sik Tv i paHilie NpunuHsiB 3ryOHi NoLLecTi cepeq Moaew.

MunocepaHun CnacuTento, 3aXucTu 300poB’st TUX, XTO Ha Tebe ynosae. Jlikapto AyL i Tin HaLwmX, nan
OfyXaHHSI TUM, L0 XBOPIlOTb, i MiaBeau iX 3 foxa Heayru Ta CTpaxaaHb. Bnarocnoswu, Focrnoau, ykpinu i
3axucTit Coeto 6rarodaTTio YCix TUX, XTO 3 6narofinHIcTIO | XXePTOBHICTIO NIKNYETLCA NPO XBOPUX BAOMA 1K
B nikapHsX. BU3sonu nrogeii B HaLLOMy MICTi (ceni, MoHacTupi), B HaLLin KpaiHi i Mo BCbOMY CBITY Bif
noLuecTi 3rybHoi, Big XxBOpOG i CTpaxaaHb Ta HaB4u HacC LiHYBaTh XUTTA i 3nopos’s sk Teoi gapu. [an Ham,
Boxe, TBill MUP | HAaMOBHYM HaLLi CepLisi HEMOXUTHOK BIPOHD B TBIK 3aXMCT, Hagieto Ha TBO NIATPUMKY i

nobos’to fo Tebe i HalwmX BNVXKHIX.

Teoe 60 € Wwob munysaty i cnacatu Hac, boxe Hau, i To6i cnasy Boacunaemo, OTLto, | CuHy, i CesaTomy

[lyxy, HUHI | NOBCAKYAC i HaBIKK BiKiB. AMiHb.




Prayer in the Time of Ruinous Pestilence (Pandemic)

O Lord, our God, Who is rich in compassion and mercy; Who directs our life by Your wise Providence. Hear
our prayer, accept the repentance of our sins, bring an end to the ruinous pestilence that befalls us as You
have, in times before, eradicated ruinous pestilence from among your people.

O Compassionate Saviour! Preserve the health of those who hope in You. O Physician of our souls and
bodies, grant recovery to those who are ill and raise them up from their beds of malady and suffering. O
Lord, bless, strengthen and protect, by Your grace, all those engaged, of their charity and generosity, in
caring for the sick: both in hospitals and in their homes. Deliver the people of our city (village, monastery),
our country, and throughout the world from ruinous pestilence, from illnesses and sufferings, and teach us
to value life and good health — as gifts from You. Grant us, O God, Your peace. Fill our hearts with
unwavering faith in Your protection, with hope in Your succour, with love for You and for our neighbours.

For Yours it is to have mercy upon us and to save us, O our God, and unto You we send up glory: to the
Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

*3ameepdxeHo CesuweHHuM CuHodom [pasocnagHoi Liepkeu YkpaiHu. Mepeknad aHanilicbKO MO8OK
YkpaiHcbkoi [pagocnasHoi Liepkeu 8 KaHadi (3 611a20Ccro8eHHs BucokonpeocssiweHHIWo20
Mumpononuma FOpis).

*Approved by the Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine. Translation into English by the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada (with the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan Yurij)

XpucToc Bockpec!
[Hopori 6paTw i cecTpu!

B TtpeTio Heainto nicns Macxu, CeATa Liepksa 3raaye TUX, XT0 nepLui nobauunu Xpucrta Po3naToro, cepea HuX YKIHKN
MUPOHOCHULLi,TpaBeHui WMocud 3 ApimaTei Ta npasefHnin Hukogmm. XTo Taki XiHku1 mMupoHocuLi? Xinkv- MupoHocuui -
ue nocnigosHuuilcyca XpucTa, Aki NpMALLNK NepwnMMu Ao nevepu, ae HanepeaoAHi 6yno noknageHo Tino
CnacuTens. XXiHKku npuiLwnm ans Toro, Wo0, 3riaHo 3 AeNCbKUM obpsgom, nomasartu WMoro Tino cneuiansHumu
3anawHUMM CyMiluamu, Wo6 NPU3ynuHUTY NpoLec po3KknaaaHHs Tina. Cnig ckaszaTtu, konu KOaa 3paavs XpucTa, Ta
konu BCi Moro yuHi poabirnucst. i Tinbkut loro MaTu 3 y4Hem [BaHOM Ta iHLLIi KiHKM Mapia MarganuHa, WNoanHa, Mapis,
MaTu Skosa, Canomis ctosinm 6ina CnacuTens i onnakyanu Moro CTpaxaHHs.

OTxe QyXOBHWI NOABUT LIMX XKIHOK, LLIO CyNpOBODKYBaNu locnoaa Ha ioro wnsaxy Big Maninei go Fonrodw, ix kepToBHa
noboB Ta camosinaaHa gornomora Cnacutento i Moro anoctonam, € ickpasum Npukiafom Bipy, BapTum HacnigyBaHHA.
CTpaluHa kapTuHa po3m'siTTst Xpucta amycuna posbirtucs BCiX yuHiB. lTnwwe loaH Borocrnos i XiHK1-MMPOHOCHL
3anuLianucs nopyy i3 Yuutenem 4o 0CTaHHbOro noauxy Moro Ha XpecTi. Benuka ayxoBHa cvna i BigaaHicTb
CnacuTtenesi 3pobuniu ix rigH1Mmn NepLuMMm NoYyTH BiA aHrenis BiCTb Npo Te, WO XpucToc Bockpec. Mpamytoun 1o
poba Buntens csoro, ob nomasatu Tino Moro Mupom 3a 10AeNCHKM 3BUHAEM, XKIHKA-MUPOHOCHLL (>KOHM MUPOHOCHLI)
cTanu nepLvMu, Nepea KM 3'siBUBCS BOCKpecnuii ocnoae. BenukogHi nicHi 3ragytoTh ix sIK “anocTonis Ans anocTonis’,
60 came Li caMoBiAAaHi XiHKM OHECTI A0 HUX 3BICTKy Npo BockpeciHHga XpucTa. licns Bo3sHeciHHA CnacuTens XiHKu-
MUPOHOCULLI HaPiBHI 3 YYHSIMM-4ONOBIKamu npornosiaysany no ceiTy Cnoso EaHrenii. Llei akT Hagae npaso HasueaTm
X ‘piBHO@NOCTONBHUMU".

Cepep Hux - Mapis MarganuHa, poaom 3 ranineiicbkoro micta Marganu. Big Tspkkoi xBopobu Mapito 3uinus Icyc
XpucToc. XiHka, no3basneHa B cemut 3nux Ayxis, WO BNAKBaNM Ha 1 uUTTS i 300poB’'sA, Oyna Ayxe BasyHa CBOEMY
CnacuTenesi. 3 TOro MOMEHTY BOHa CynpoBOAXyBana Woro, cnyxuna Momy 3 nio6os'io i BinaaHicTio. Came Mapis
MaraanvHa pasom 3 Boropoauueto 6ins xpecta onnakysana cTpaxaaHHs ['ocnoaa. BoHa cTana CBijKoM NMOXOBaHHSA
Tina lcyca Vocudom Apumadpencbknm i Hukogumom. ii Tyra Gyna HacTinbkv BENUKOIO, LLIO BOHA LLie BHOYI BUpYLIXna 10
rpoby, Ae oTpumana BicTb Npo BockpeciHHa. BoHa cTana cTana nepLuoto NioAnHoOL0, A0 AKOI NiAiNLLIOB BOCKPECNM
CnacwuTtens.



Mapis Kneonosa. [lgolopiaHa cectpa [lisun Mapii i math anoctona AkoBa-MonozaLLoro, HassaHoro 6paTa NocnogHEOro
no nnoti. Mapist Kneonosa — apyxvHa oaHoro 3 y4His Icyca Kneonu.

Canowmis. Takox Mana poavHHi 38'a3kun 3 boxoto Marip'to. Ii cunis, Akosa Ta loaHHa, ogHVMM 3 NepLUnx XprUcToc
NOKIMKaB A0 anocTONbCLKOro CRyxiHHs. Canomis pa3omM 3 cuHamm cynposopkysana ocnoaa, cnyxuna nomy, byna
MPUCYTHS i Yac 3HaKOBUX MOAIN Y Moro »wTTi Ha ropi ®asop Ta B MedpcumaHcbkoMy caay. BoHa criocTepirana 3a
noxoBaHHaAM lcyca i Byna cepep, TUX XIHOK, WO NpUHecnu apomaTi Ao rpody.

loaHHa. [IpyxuHa ypsigHuka uaps lpoga. byna TaemHoro NocnigoBHULIEI0 XpucTa, NOAOPOXKYBara 3a HUM CrliAoM, i
TaKoX OZHIE0 3 NepLumx novyna npo BockpeciHHa ocnoaa.

CycaHHa. [po *uTTa Liei Gnaro4ecTuBol XiHkv Marno wo Binomo. CycaHHa, OfHa 3 XiHOK, LLIO HEBIACTYMHO cninyBanu
3a Buutenem.

Mapis i Mapda. Cectpu Jlasaps, sikoro 'ocnoab BOCKPECHB. [10CTOBIPHO HE BiIOMO, 411 XOAWUNW BOHM A0 rpoby. Ane
Le A0 ycix ux noain pago npuimany Icyca y cebe Baoma, niknysanuca npo Heoro i YBa&XKHO Criyxanu KoxHe Woro
cnoBo.Mu MOXEMO NULLIE YSBUTU, AK Baxko Oyrno B6yTu ceigkamm Moro Po3n'sTTs ane sika padicTb 6yTn ceigkamu noro
BockpeciHHs: TaeMHUI yqeHb XpucTa, Hikoanm, oauH 3 capuceis, sik poanosifae €sanrenie Big Cs. l0oaHHa, roBopuB i3
XpWCTOM XOBaKOYUCh Bif NepecnifyBaHHs, BUTPATUB BENUYE3HY CYMy Ha naxy4e Mupo Ta anoi, a noTim OyB BUKUHY T
i3 CMHArorn 3a po3KpUTTSi EBPEVNICLKOT 3MOBM Ta He NPUXOBYBAB | He 3anepedysas npasay Npo Xpuctose Po3n'aTTs i
BockpecCiHHs.

Mocun, yueHs Icyca, sikuii Bunpocus Tino Xpucta y linara, npwab6as 3a CBOI rpoLUi NnallaHvLo, BinAas BNAacHy
rpobHuLI0 Ana XpecTa, i noTiM 6yB XXOPCTOKO nepecnigyBaHui lofesiMu 3a Te, LU0 BiH CBiAYMB Npasay npo XpucrTa,
Posn'atoro Ta Bockpecnoro.

Yci BOHV NOBWHHI Bynu 6oaTUcs toaeiB, ski HeHaBuainu XpucTa ane BCe X Taku, ix ntobos o ceoro Cnacutens
nepemornra cTpax Ao Takoi Mipu, L0 BOHM He Bosinucs nponosigysaTu Ta poanosigaty npasdy npo Bockpeciuoro
Cnacutens.

Uu Mae BOHO siKy-HeByb BiAHOLLEHHS A0 Hac? AK MW Hamaraemocs HacniaysaTty XIHOK- MupoHocuub. Ockinbku Tino
XpucToBse, 3a cnoBamm cBAToro anoctona aena, € Liepksoto, TOMy BCi uneHu Llepkeu € uneHamu Tina XpncToBOrO.
Tomy mMu cnosigyemo IcTuHy npo Moro Po3n'aTTs i BOCKpECiHHS, | TOMy CTaEMO MUPOHOCELIAMM.

Hanpuknag, CBIT HamaraeTbcsi 3acyanTn Xpuctosy Liepkay, OCKiNbKV LHHOCTI LIepKBY cynepeyaTtb LiHHOCTSIM LibOro
CBITY, "KM NVXWTB Yy 3Ni", AKMIA paHUTL Tino Xpuctose cBOIMU rpixamu. 3pobuTy Wo-Hebyab Ans Liepkau, ansi Tina
XpUCTOBOrO B LIbOMY CBITi € BaXKO, TOMY LLO L& BUMarae BipM, HALLOrO Yacy Ta 3ycunns. ATi, XTO MaloTe Many BipYy,
MatoTb Mano vacy Ans Liepkeu.

XTOCb MOXE CKa3aTy, L0 MU MAEMO MPeKpacHWii xpam Ta ik Ham MoLLacTusIo, Mato4n Taky HyoBY LIEpKBY. Mo nepuue
Ham Tpeba asikysatu Bory. Mo Apyre ue € pesynbTar cni3 i noty, KPOBI, )XEPTOBHOCTI Ta NPaLbOBUTOCTI HALLMX
nonepeaHuKIB, iHWWMM CNIOBaMM - Lig AisANIbHICTE MUPOHOCHLIb, Ue naxy4e M1po npaui Ta Typ6oTa npo Tino Xpucrose.
Lle He nuwe yyacTb y CB. TaiHCTBax, NPONOBiAYyBaHHs €BaHrenii Yu croBiaaHHs Bipy, Lie HatnepLLe YMHHA i AianbHa
Bipa siKa NoB A3aHa 3 AjinaMy, Lo BUMarae Halloi XXepTBu.

XT0 Taki MUPOHOCWLII B HALLIN MNAPA®II?

Ti, XxTO cniBae B LEPKBI - € MMPOHOCULAMMU.

Ti, xTOo NpnbupatoTb LEepkBy Ta ABatoTb NPO ii CTaH - € MMPOHOCHLAMM.

Ti, xTo gornaaae 3a LepKOBHVM MalnHOM - € MUPOHOCULIAMU.

Ti, XTO HOrMNsAQa0Tb 3a pU3amm - € MUPOHOCKLIAMN.

Ti, XTO neye Npocdopu - € MUPOHOCULIAMMU.

Ti, xTO OpraHizoByioTb 6a3api, Uv NiNNsATL BaPEeHWKV AN NIATPUMKA LIEPKBY - € MAPOHOCALIAMM
Ti, xTo roTye yait, kaBy nicns Jlityprii - € MUPOHOCHLAMM.

Ti, XTO XepTyBye CBilt Yac,abo niaTpumye Boxwnit xpam iHaHCOBO - € MUPOHOCULIAMA.

HaBiTb Ti, XTO NPOCTO NPUXOAUTL | MONUTLCA NPO CNACIHHSA BCIX - € MUPOHOCULIAMU.

Yci. XTO camoBifAaHo npaLoe Anst XpucTosoi Liepksn Mo Linomy CBITi. ane He € 3 Uboro CBITY, € MMpOHOCHLAMY, 60
BOHM MOKA3yloTh CBOI NPUKAA0M HACKINbKW BOHU No6nsTh XpucrTa.



A sika Haropoaa Anst MMPOHOCULIIB? HaBILLLO LLIYKAETE XUBOro cepen mepTBux? BiH Bockpec! Lle Hawwa pagicTb, Hawwa
Haropoga He nuiue TyT Ha 3eMni ane 1 Ha ToMy CBiTi. "' [1o Tomy iHLLIi Ni3HAIOTb L0 BW MOI Y4Hi KON BUKOHIOETE MOIO
BOmMio " -roBopmB XpUCTOC.

LLIaHyHOUM XKIHOK-MUPOHOCHLIb, 3raJlyloun iX CTIMKICTb My MOBUHHI 3pO3yMiTH, LLIO Bipa — NOTYXHUI CTUMYN XunTTA. Came
BOHA [10AAE CTINKOCTI B CKPYTHY rOAMHY, BIAKPUBAE HOBI pe3epBau y rOTOBHOCTI MPUNHSTUA MyKY i cTpaxxaaHHa 3a ocrnoaa
Hawworo. Bipa - noB1HHa cTaTt rofloBHUM MOTUBOM XWTTS, BU3Ha4aTV criosa i AyMKy, BUMHKM Ta emollii. Bipa gonomarae
AVLLIE TOAi, KON He € NPUMAPOI0, HECTIPOMOXKHOO CNPAIMYBAaTV NIOAVHY Ha NPaBEAHUN WNAX.

B cbOrofHiLLHii AeHb NOTPIBHO | HaM rigHO | HANEXHO HacniayBaTV NPUKNag XiHOK-MMPOHOCHLb, HECTU Y cBiT Jobpy
HOBMHY NPO BOCKPECiHHsI Icyca XpucTa, npo Nnepemory Haj 3rom, Wob BoHa peanbHo 3MiHIOBana Hawe XuTTs. Tox
[OCTOMHO HacNiAyMMO BiAAAHICTb, TEPNENUBICTL i NariaHICTb CBATUX XIHOK-MAPOHOCULIb, i ycnagKyemo nnoam ixHbol
npaui i ix Haropody — no6aunTn Xpucra. A CBOIM XPUCTUSAHCBKUM XNTTAM Hecimo ans lcyca XpucTa naxy4ye Mmpo
MONWUTBY | AOBPUX BUMHKIB 3 HAZIEH, LLIO OTPUMAEMO BEMNWKY AYXOBHY pajicTb i Haropoay, sik CBOro Yacy oTpumanu
NOBOXHI >KIHKM MUPOHOCHLL.

AMiHb.

Christ is Risen!
Dear Brothers and sisters in Christ!

Our Holy Church on the 3 day after Easter recall the memory of the Myrrh- Bearing Women who came to see Jesus.
This happened on the 3 day after His death. We also recall all those who beheld Christ's Crucified and Risen Body:
the Righteous Joseph of Arimathea and the Righteous Nicodemus. We can only imagine how difficult it must have
been for them to associate with Christ at this time and to be witnesses of His Crucifixion and Resurrection:

Thus, Nicodemus, one of the Pharisees, as the Gospel of St John tells us, spoke to Christ under cover of dark, spent a
huge sum on a hundred pounds of myrrh and aloes, and then was cast out of the synagogue and suffered for
disclosing the Jewish plots to hide and deny the truth about Christ's Crucifixion and Resurrection.

Joseph, Jesus' disciple, who begged the body of Christ from Pilate, gave his money for a shroud, gave up his own
tomb and was then sorely persecuted by the Jews for telling the Truth about Christ, Crucified and Risen. Among the
myrrh- bearers, was Mary Magdalene, Salome, Joanna, Martha and Mary and sister of Lazarus. who selflessly
sacrificed all for precious myrrh with which to anoint and care for the Body of Christ, and then announced the
Resurrection of the Crucified, when others hid for fear of the Jews. All of them should have been in fear of the Jews
who hated Christ. And yet they loved Christ to such a degree that they feared not and they all revealed the Truth of His
Crucifixion and Resurrection and suffered for it.

The Holy Myrrh-bearers no doubt heard voices as they left their homes in the dark early morning day: =~ Where are you
going? How you are going to move that huge stone? And so what happened? This weaker and frail women, were the
first to hear the words that will respond throughout the universe until present time: CHRIST IS RISEN!!! Not Andrew?
who was the first called discipleship, not Peter, who swore he would never deny the Lord; not James and John who
want to drink of the same cup with Christ.

This concerns us as in a sense we are all myrrh-bearers. Since the Body of Christ, in the words of the Holy Apostle
Paul, is the Church, therefore all members of the Church are members of the Body of Christ. Therefore we know and
confess the Truth of His Crucifixion and Resurrection, and so become myrrh-bearers. We too must know how difficult it
is to be myrrh-bearers, to care for the Body of Christ, to care for the Church, Which is crucified by the world to this day.

For example, the world tries to condemn the Church, because the Church's values are contrary to those of this world,
'which lies in evil'. At other times the world tries to wound, superficially, the Body of Christ. Infiltrating the outer surface
of the Church, this world creates some scandal or other and so disheartens and turns people away from the Church.
Those who are turned away thus accomplish the will of this world, and of the Prince of this world, Satan. To do
anything for the Church, for the Body of Christ, in this world, is difficult, because it requires faith. And those of little faith
have little time and patience for the Church.



Somebody may say to us : 'You are so lucky, you have a beautiful church! Firstly, there is no such thing as 'luck’.
Secondly, the little that we have here belongs not to us, but to God. And thirdly, anything that is here is certainly not
the result of luck, but of one of two things: either it is the result of God's undeserved blessing, which can be given to us
and can be taken away from us. Or else it is the result of tears and sweat and blood, sacrifice and hard work, in other
words - myrrh-bearing, selfless caring for the Body of Christ. And myrrh-bearing is not only participating in the
sacraments, preaching the Gospel and confessing the Faith, it is also doing that myriad of things which are so difficult
because they require our sacrifice.

Do we have myrrh-bearing in our parish? Of course YEAS!

Those who sing in church- are myrrh-bearers.

Those who clean the church- are myrrh-bearers.

Those who prepare the flowers for the services- are myrrh-bearers.

Those who look after the garden, church property - are myrrh-bearers.

Those who clean and sew vestments and altar-coverings- are myrrh-bearers.

Those who bake prosphora for the Service - are myrrh-bearers.

Those who donate their time, works -they are myrrh -bearers

Those who support our church, volunteers - are myrrh- bearers

Those who prepare tea, coffee for fellowship after Divine Liturgy or donate food or wash up are myrrh-bearers.
Even those who simply come and pray for the salvation of all are myrrh-bearers.

All those who work for the Body of Christ, the Church, in this world, but are not of this world, are myrrh-bearers,
because they show that they too selflessly love Christ. Love, devotion, sacrifice, steadfastness and courage.

And what is the reward of myrrh-bearers?

It is to be the first to see and know the Crucified Body of Christ Risen, the first to hear the words of the Angel
resplendent and whiter than snow: Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is Risen!

We need to ask ourselves if we really want to grow in the new life that the Risen Christ has brought to the world.! If we
want to be transformed by the gloriously good news of the resurrection, we must not be distracted by our fears, doubts,
prejudices, self-centeredness. Instead, we must do what needs to be done in order to show love to Christ and all those
for whom He died and Rose again.

Amen
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